
January 18, 2002

Mr. Brian Walker
Reliant Energy
PO Box 286
Houston TX 77001-0266

Re:  COLUSA POWER PLANT - DATA REQUESTS, ROUND 3

Dear Mr. Walker:

Information provided by Reliant Energy on December 21, 2001, regarding a change in
mitigation for potential overloads on the Reliant Colusa to Cortina 230 kV line lacked the
necessary detail for staff to complete its analysis on the electric transmission system.
Without the information specified in the enclosed requests, staff would conclude that it
does not have adequate information to make a recommendation on the project as it
relates to the electric transmission system.  Therefore, pursuant to Title 20, California
Code of Regulations, section 1716, the California Energy Commission staff requests
Reliant Energy respond to the enclosed transmission system engineering data requests.
This data request will not delay staff’s ability to produce the preliminary staff
assessment.

To eliminate confusion when referencing data requests, the enclosed data requests are
numbered as a continuation of the data requests submitted on December 21, 2001, and
begin with Data Request #136.

Please provide written responses to the enclosed data requests on or before February
18, 2002.  If you are unable to provide the information requested, need additional time
to provide the information, or object to providing it, then please send a written notice to
both the Committee and me within 10 days of receipt of this notice.  The notification
must contain the reasons for not providing the information, the need for additional time,
and the grounds for any objections (see Title 20, California Code of Regulations, section
1716 (f)).

If you have any questions regarding the enclosed data requests, please contact me at
(916) 654-3929 or at kchew@energy.state.ca.us.

Sincerely,

Kristy Chew
Energy Facility Siting Project Manager

Enclosure – Data Requests #136-137
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TECHNICAL AREA:  Transmission System Engineering
Authors:  Laiping Ng, Jim McCluskey, and Al McCuen

BACKGROUND

On December 21, 2001, Reliant Energy submitted a letter and supporting information to
the Energy Commission regarding a change in its choice of mitigation options for
potential overloads on the Reliant Colusa to Cortina 230 kV line.  Reliant Energy states
in the letter that it has decided to mitigate potential overloads on the system by reducing
generation by at least 79 MW under specific conditions described in Pacific Gas and
Electric (PG&E's) System Impact Study (SIS). This alternative was one of the three
mitigation options originally proposed in the SIS. This proposal represents a significant
step in addressing the potential overloads identified in the PG&E SIS in a way that
appears satisfactory to the affected parties.  We note in the attached e-mails both
PG&E's agreement in concept, if certain conditions are satisfied by Reliant Energy, and
California Independent System Operator's (CA-ISO) statement that it could enforce a
contractual agreement if it is agreed that Reliant Energy will reduce power generation to
mitigate normal overloads without market compensation.  However, further confirmation
of these agreements from PG&E, CA-ISO, and Reliant Energy is desirable.

DATA REQUEST

136. Please provide a memorandum of understanding, a letter of intent, or similar
statement of agreement that clearly specifies:

a) Reliant Energy's choice of mitigation options for the potential overloads on the
Colusa to Cortina line and;

b) A statement of the conditions both CA-ISO and PG&E would impose to agree
with that option.  All parties (Reliant Energy, PG&E, and Cal-ISO) must sign
the statement.

BACKGROUND

The PG&E SIS, dated September 27, 2001, studied the 2004 Summer Peak case and
2004 Spring Peak case.  The Spring Off-Peak loading situation is unclear.

DATA REQUEST

137. Please provide an additional system impact study for Spring Off-Peak conditions
that contains the following items:

a.  I de nt if y t he  ma jo r assum p tion s in th e  b ase cases in clud ing  im po rt s to th e 
syste m,  ma jo r  g en er a tion  an d lo a d ch a ng es in  t he  syst em ,  a nd  qu eu e
g en er at ion .
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b. Ana lyze  th e syste m for  N- 0,  imp o rt an t  N-1  a n d cr itica l N-2  co nt in ge n cy
con ditio ns a n d pr ovide  a  list  o f  crit er ia  violat ion s in  a ta b le  sho win g the  loa ding s
b ef or e and  a f te r ad d in g the  n ew ge ne r at io n. 

c. Pro vide  a list of  co nt in g en cies evalu at ed  f o r ea ch st ud y.

d. Provide power flow diagrams (MW, % loading, and P. U. voltage) for base
cases with and without the project.  Power flow diagrams must also be
provided for all N-0, N-1 and N-2 studies where overloads or voltage
violations appear.

e. L ist mit ig at ion  m ea sur es co nsid e re d and  t ho se se lecte d for  a ll cr it e ria
vio la tio ns.

f. Pro vide  elect ro nic cop ie s o f *. sav a nd  *. d rw PSL F  f ile s. 


